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From co-ed to same-sex dorms
Kristin Janssen
Staff Writer
Almost three semesters after 
the housing switch from co-ed 
to non-co-ed dormitory build-
ings, the Dordt campus may be 
wondering how the student life 
situation is adapting.
Robert Taylor, Director of 
Resident Life, explained that 
the housing situation was not 
originally changed due to GPA 
differences or many other ru-
mors circulating around cam-
pus.  Instead, Taylor reported, 
the primary reason for the 
housing changes was to inte-
grate the underclassmen.  
After discovering that resi-
dents in Covenant Hall were 
often unknown to males and 
females in North, East, and 
West Halls, Residence Life 
tried several years of integra-
tive events.  However, with 
the split still occurring across 
campus, a housing change was 
developed.
In addition, Taylor said the 
changes were also created 
because of stereotypes about 
residents in each building.  For 
example, many believed that 
the male athletes lived in Cov-
enant Hall, while the guys who 
wanted to study lived in North 
Hall.  
Placing all male students 
in two almost identical build-
ings right next to one another 
would certainly remove these 
stereotypes and erase divisions 
between groups of males on 
campus.  Placing all females 
in only two buildings was also 
designed to eliminate stereo-
types.
Taylor was happy to share 
that changing the placement 
of residents around campus 
was accomplished at a very 
low cost, other than getting rid 
of urinals in Covenant Hall, 
which was an easy change. 
The East Hall bathrooms were 
switched over by simply re-
moving toilet seats.  “This was 
done in case of the need for 
future change,” Taylor com-
mented.
Taylor said that the hous-
ing change objectives are be-
ing met, so there is no reason 
to change the current situation 
unless class sizes  dictate a fu-
ture change. The 2011 campus 
community has been very pos-
itive because of the random 
building placements, the Ad-
missions Department’s high 
involvement in pairing room-
mates together, and strong stu-
dent involvement on campus.
Taylor calls this school year 
a “great year” and credits the 
students for creating an overall 
positive campus community. 
Even alumni have commented 
on the “richness” of relation-
ships visible on campus this 
year, said Taylor.  
Even with all the positive 
changes, some students still 
disagree with the housing 
changes.  
Tara Weigel, a junior who 
lived in Covenant for her first 
two years - the first co-ed, the 
second all girls - commented 
on the differences between 
the first two years.  Weigel be-
lieved that the co-ed Covenant 
Hall had much more commu-
nity than the all-girls building. 
“Because there were guys 
and girls in one building, there 
were always mixed groups of 
people playing cards or just 
hanging out in the lobbies,” 
she quipped.  
During Weigel’s sophomore 
year, seeing boys in Covenant 
was rare, especially on third 
floor, her place of residence. 
“It gets especially cold in the 
winter.  And no guys want to 
walk all the way to Covenant 
to see a girl when there are 
West girls closer.”  Interest-
ingly, Weigel also commented 
on the increasing phenomenon 
of Covenant females dating 
upperclassmen—something 
she did not notice freshmen 
year and attributes to the loss 
of underclassmen males living 
in Covenant.
Zac Edens, a senior, be-
lieves that “Dordt won’t meet 
its marriage quota when men 
and women are subjected to 
such mileage between living 
quarters.” Ben Systma, a soph-
omore, said that guys really 
did not venture to Covenant 
that often last year, especially 
in the winter.  When he men-
tioned that guys who visited 
Covenant were either “dating 
a girl or they were very, very, 
very, interested in one or they 
were Darin Lammers,” both 
Edens and Weigel agreed.
Finally, Victoria Johnston 
and Camille Pechin, room-
mates in East Hall for their 
freshmen year and in an all-
female Covenant Hall dur-
ing their sophomore year, ex-
pressed their love for East Hall 
over Covenant Hall.  
Pechin liked the long hall-
ways extending between two 
wings on each floor in East. 
“Because the hallways were 
straight [in East], you could 
see everyone in the hallways 
in two wings.  In Covenant, 
there could be three people in 
the hallways in one wing, and 
you might not even know it be-
cause you couldn’t see them.”
Johnston and Pechin lived 
in a corner room, so they 
would walk out of their room 
and often see no one else in the 
halls.  Johnston, who served as 
a Resident Assistant in Cov-
enant, said she rarely went to 
the other wing on her floor un-
less she was making a round 
on duty.  “The doors and lob-
by in between the two wings 
make community impossible 
on one floor,” she said.
Twenty to thirty students 
were questioned about the 
housing changes, and all of 
them came up with several 
negatives.  When the increased 
community was mentioned, 
most of the students agreed 
that it was different, but many 
believed the loss of gender-to-
gender community was unnec-
essary.
Regardless of student opin-
ion, Dordt’s dormitories are 
now completely separated by 
gender.  In a few years, none 
of the students on campus will 
ever know what it was like to 
live in co-ed housing, and the 
campus will remain like that 
until class sizes change drasti-
cally between genders.
What you’ve been hearing in chapel: Ephesians
Rachel Mulder
Staff Writer
Ephesians was the book 
chosen by Aaron Baart to walk 
through as students, faculty, 
and staff gather together each 
Wednesday for chapel this fall 
semester.  
“After two years of going 
through things thematically and 
topically, I wanted to take a se-
mester and just walk through a 
book of the Bible and kind of 
just get back into that discipline,” 
said Aaron Baart, Dean of Cha-
pel at Dordt.  
Baart believes it is good for 
the campus to talk about the 
themes and ideas that are in this 
book, and so far, it has been a 
good thing.  
“I ask all around…try to get 
feedback on what works and 
what doesn’t,” remarked Baart.  
Baart meets a lot throughout 
the week with Jon De Groot, 
Campus Ministries Coordina-
tor, to talk about what is going 
on and pray about that together. 
They work together to plan the 
chapel and bounce ideas off of 
each other.  
“Jon picks out songs based on 
what he sees in the text…there is 
a lot of intentionality in the songs 
[we sing],” Baart said.  
So far in this study of Ephe-
sians, Baart has preached on 
chapters 1 through 3.  Five more 
chapel sessions are left in this se-
mester, and bits of Ephesians 4 
through 6 are yet to be covered.  
One schedule change that will 
be a good time of reflection and 
will be different than normal is 
the worship chapel that is hap-
pening right before Thanksgiv-
ing.  
“On the 16th we were going 
to have a guest speaker, but he 
can’t come until the spring, so 
we’re just going to have a service 
that we’re going to call a ‘thank 
offering.’” 
Three guest speakers have 
preached this year, and guest 
speakers are always given the 
option to preach on semester 
themes or any topic they please.  
“Tanner Smith followed right 
in sequence, but Dr. John Bro-
gan and Jason Lief each did their 
own,” Baart said.  
At this point in the semester, 
planning begins for spring cha-
pel series and themes.  
“I have a very bare-boned 
skeleton planned out at the be-
ginning of the semester…I have 
all the dates assigned for when 
I’m going to cover all the pas-
sages,” Baart said.   
Baart has it narrowed down to 
a couple topics but is continuing 
to “chew it over” before he de-
cides indefinitely.  
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Campus clock tower comes to Facebook
Aanna Stadem
Staff Writer
During parents’ weekend 
when the Dordt College clock 
tower had its dedication ceremo-
ny, the tower was given its own 
Facebook page. 
The person that set up the 
page with an excess of 300 
Facebook friends is currently 
unknown.
When asked about the matter, 
Dordt’s Director of Public Rela-
tions and Marketing Communi-
cation, Sonya Jongsma Knauss, 
responded that the Advance-
ment Office did not make the 
page and said that it was likely 
made by a student.
A number of Dordt students 
such, as East Hall Resident As-
sistant Sam Ashmore, have been 
enjoying the page regardless of 
whoever made it. 
“I’ve been wondering who it 
was. I’m assuming it was a stu-
dent. I think it’s just a good idea, 
and I’m glad they did it,” Ash-
more said.
“I got an invitation a while 
ago, and I didn’t even think 
twice. I think I just accepted the 
invitation because it was out of 
the ordinary, and it was funny,” 
remarked Dordt senior Analua 
Demestri.
The clock tower’s page con-
tains a number of favorite books, 
movies, games, and even a girl-
friend in the form of a rusty sun-
dial.
According to the page, 
Dordt’s clock tower and rusty 
sundial are in a complicated re-
lationship.
When directly approached 
about the matter, the tower had 
no comment to make aside from 
the time of day. 
“I think there’s a little com-
petition going between the two, 
but I think they’ll work it out,” 
Dordt senior Brian Verwolf said.
“We’re at Dordt and every-
one wants to have relationships, 
so then it’s not strange to me that 
people put inanimate objects in 
relationships,” Demestri stated.
Some students, like sopho-
more Mark Dadisman, do not 
see much point to the tower’s 
Facebook page and would rather 
chat with real people on Face-
book.
 “I don’t think it’s that use-
ful to have a page for something 
that’s just a simple landmark 
on a campus,” Dadisman com-
mented.
For those who enjoy the clock 
tower’s Facebook page, the page 
is just good fun.
“I think it’s clever and funny. 
It gives a good laugh to every-
body, so I think it’s a good joke,” 
Ashmore said.
“I think sometimes we take 
things so seriously that we forget 
to just laugh at things like hav-
ing a page for a clock tower,” 
Demestri stated. “Even if you 
can just create a little smile or 
a comment about it, I think it’s 
worthwhile.” 
Worshiping at Dordt
“So I’ll stand with arms 
high and heart abandoned,
in awe of the One who gave 
it all, so I’ll stand,
my soul Lord to you surren-
dered,
all I am is Yours.”
Many Dordt students have 
found refuge and encourage-
ment through this song, as well 
as others sung at Dordt worship 
services. Whether it’s the start 
or end of a week, Praise and 
Worship and GIFT (Growing 
in Faith Together) are times of 
worship that remain in the hearts 
of those that experience it. 
These services create an 
atmosphere that allow hun-
dreds of students to abandon 
their hearts and surrender their 
souls, as the lyrics portray—in 
short, something that is not eas-
ily forgotten. Whether you sing 
or simply desire to soak in the 
words, Praise and Worship wel-
comes all of campus to come 
and join in a time of focus and 
community.
“I want to help people see Je-
sus,” said Stephanie Geertsma, 
who plays the piano and sings 
on one of the worship teams. 
Her real passion with Praise and 
Worship is not solely about be-
ing part of the team. “It’s about 
God and feeling His presence 
among people you’re with every 
day.” 
Coming in as a freshman this 
year, Renee Buikema described 
her surprise at such a strongly 
focused worship experience. 
“I didn’t expect people to be 
so open; it helps me be open 
too,” commented Buikema. 
“Honestly, it’s the time you can 
let go of worries and completely 
focus on the Lord—it’s my fa-
vorite part of the week.”
This idea of community is 
something Austin Herrema, a 
leader of one of the two Praise 
and Worship bands, emphasized 
when asked of his leadership 
role on campus. 
“The purpose of Praise and 
Worship is to provide students 
with an outlet or platform where 
they worship God freely through 
music alongside their peers 
which…involves growing and 
being challenged in their faith,” 
stated Herrema.
Once again, Dordt’s unique-
ness shines through in the many 
ways students take leadership 
roles on campus involving min-
istry; having students minister 
to other students results in in-
dividual as well as community 
growth.
 Herrema’s passion for this 
ministry is reflected in the way 
he views his position of lead-
ership. “The biggest way we 
connect with the students and 
campus is by simply BEING a 
part of [it]—that’s the beauty of 
student-led worship,” said Her-
rema.
Senior Mark Van Weelden is 
the worship leader of GIFT. He 
reflects on the focus of Dordt’s 
worship: “In addition to the 
community aspect, we seek to 
serve the campus by providing 
excellent worship that allows us 
to easily come into the presence 
of God in sincere, intentional 
worship.” 






Student Symposium Representative of the Press
Hello fellow students, and welcome once again to the 
symposium update.  Symposium is in the process of a few 
exciting internal developments. These include the drafting 
of a new constitution and the overhaul of our website.  Stu-
dents will soon be able to learn about symposium through a 
21st century medium!  We have also been attempting to ac-
tively engage the clubs of Dordt through funding and docu-
mentation.  Need funds for your club?  Just ask Sympo-
sium.  Lastly, symposium is in the process of assessing the 
availability of charitable giving for Dordt’s students.  Do 
you know of a great charity?  Let us know your thoughts 
and ideas!  As always, feel free to discuss your concerns, 
questions, and excitement about Dordt with your friends at 
Symposium.
Let’s talk business: first Monday speaker
Hannah DeVries
Staff Writer
“Living and Learning 
Through Life: A Businessman’s 
Story,” is the topic of Milt Kuy-
ers, Dordt’s next participant in 
the “First Mondays Speaker Se-
ries,” on Nov. 7.
“The First Monday Speaker 
Series is intended to give stu-
dents first hand exposure to 
Christians in different walks of 
life who are faithfully serving 
others and following God,” said 
Dordt provost Erik Hoekstra. 
“Kuyers is such a person from 
the world of business.”
“Milt believes and has lived 
out how managing and leading 
in business is just as worth a call 
from God as being a missionary 
or minister,” Hoekstra stated.
Kuyers has been speaking in 
business classes and conferenc-
es for Christian businesses for 
many years. He has also traveled 
internationally helping Chris-
tians to start businesses interna-
tionally, is a partner in a coffee 
operation in Kenya, and has 
served on the boards of many 
Christian organizations. 
“It is important to bring a 
Christian worldview into the 
business world,” Hoekstra said.
Hoekstra hopes that students 
will be “motivated by what I 
consider a very faithful disciple 
to Jesus Christ in business,” and 
that students will see business as 
“a very serious Christian call-
ing.”
While it may not seem so, 
Kuyers’ focus is relevant for all 
majors. “Even if you’re not a 
business major, you will still be 
interacting with business peo-
ple,” Hoekstra commented. You 
might find yourself serving on a 
school or church board, and it is 
important to “understand how 
others think.”
A common misconception 
among Christians, according to 
Hoekstra, is to think that “the 
way to spread the Good News is 
exclusively through the institu-
tional church or missions work. 
However, Christians partnering 
and helping Christians create 
jobs in developing world coun-
tries is vitally important too.”
Hoekstra also hopes that 
“some preconceived notions 
about being a Christian in busi-
ness will be challenged and cor-
rected by Kuyers.” In today’s 
society, “Christians in business 
need to not only run business 
for profits to support the King-
dom, but the businesses must be 
run in intrinsically God-honor-
ing ways,” Hoekstra said. This 
doesn’t mean your business will 
be second rate or compromised 
just because it is a Christian-run 
business.
That “you can thrive as well 
as be obedient at the same time,” 
Hoekstra said, “is what I think 
Milton will be a shining exam-
ple of and challenge students to 
become.” 
sharing his experience as a lead-
er: “the deepest joy a worship 
leader can experience is when 
they are almost non-existent in a 
community of worshipers that is 
so aware of the beauty of Jesus 
Christ…” 
 “As we seek the ‘Heart of 
Worship’ together, the joys and 
freedom that can be found in 
worship can bless this cam-
pus more and more,” said Van 
Weelden. 
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The zombie battles of North and East
Justin Pastoor
Staff Writer
While Halloween and the 
release of Paranormal Activity 
3 were just around the corner, 
North and East Hall decided 
to have their own undead fun. 
For three days, the two halls 
participated in a game of “Hu-
mans vs. Zombies.” While it’s 
not going to give participants 
nightmares or make them fear 
for their lives, “It’s freaking 
Humans vs. Zombies!” said 
Micah Applegate. 
The idea originally came 
from David Malhum and An-
drew Deelstra, RAs from North 
and East respectively. The 174 
players were symbolized by 
wearing a green band, humans 
around their arms and zombies 
around their heads. 
The objectives for each side 
were very simple. If you’re a 
human, don’t get touched by a 
zombie. If you become a zom-
bie, go get humans and turn 
them into zombies. Humans 
were able to defend themselves 
by throwing socks at zombies 
and stunning them for 15 min-
utes, thus rendering them un-
able to hunt for humans. If a 
human was tagged by a zom-
bie, they had to give the zom-
bie an ID card with information 
that needed to be emailed to 
Andrew Deelstra.      
Humans were provided safe 
zones as another form of pro-
tection. For example, the game 
was limited only to the campus. 
Academic buildings, the Rec 
Center, and the B.J. Haan were 
safe places, as well as dorm 
rooms and bathrooms. Dorm 
hallways and anywhere outside 
the dorms were fair game. This 
led to many tactics from zom-
bies, such as waiting for people 
to go to the bathroom and sur-
rounding the door. “I’ve never 
been so scared to pee in my 
life!” said sophomore Jon Hol-
werda. 
An original zombie needed 
to be chosen, and the group of 
RAs decided it should be one of 
them. All of their names were 
placed in a hat, and four were 
drawn. From those four, Micah 
Applegate was designated as 
the “The Original.” 
“It was destiny,” said Apple-
gate. “I was always interrupt-
ing meetings by screeching in 
people’s ears or biting at their 
shoulders. We had to come to 
a decision, but all along, we 
knew it was going to be me.” 
Since no one knew who 
the original zombie was, Erin 
Francis and many others from 
the third floor of North were 
left almost defenseless.  
“The best part of the game 
was that the challenge enfolded 
before me to escape the zom-
bies at all costs,” remarked 
freshman Lee Ver Berg. 
“The thrill! It forced you to 
be constantly looking around 
and checking your back for 
anything that might be com-
ing,” stated Jon Gardner. 
The game was a hit. Stu-
dents all around thoroughly en-
joyed the excitement it brought 
around campus. It brought 
people together, forced them 
to organize, get to know one 
another, and interact with each 
other. 
Some people, however, took 
the game to the next level, both 
on the humans and the infected. 
Some humans were paranoid 
to go anywhere and just sat 
in their room all day. Others 
were notorious for filling their 
backpacks with rolled up socks 
instead of books.  One student 
was reported to have slept in 
the bathrooms because too 
many zombies were out in the 
hallways. 
On the other hand, some 
zombies went to extreme 
lengths to try to infect people. 
Some people hid in trees and 
literally jumped onto people, 
while others just decided to 
wear a ghille suit and pop out 
of random places at night. 
With a combination of how 
many people liked the game 
and how many people wish 
they had participated, or even 
had the option to, there are ru-
mors of an expanded game to 






In case you missed it, KISS 
made an appearance at Dordt 
last Friday, October 28. One 
of the reasons you may have 
missed it is because they were 
dancing alongside zombies, 
Spiderman, Bob Marley, and 
a bunch of Tetris pieces. 
This all took place at the 
Student Activities Commit-
tee’s annual Halloween cos-
tume dance in the Campus 
Center, hosted by Dordt’s 
own DJ Phoenix. 
“The Campus Center was 
filled with ghoulish dancers 
for nearly four hours,” DJ 
Phoenix said.  “I was actually 
pretty surprised at how good 
the costumes were.”
Students did not only dress 
up for fun, though.  At the 
dance, the crowd judged each 
other’s costumes in three cat-
egories: scariest, most cre-
ative, and best overall. 
Most creative went to the 
KISS women: Amy Hoo-
geveen, Kim Hiemstra, Ra-
chel Tennant, and Abigail 
Talcott. Best overall went to 
Chelsea Vaandrager, Bekah 
Posthuma, Kiley Velgersdyk, 
Elizabeth Slagter, and Kai-
tlyn Slagter as the Pussycat 
Dolls. Scariest went to dark-
demon-watching-the-danc-
ers-from-afar: Chris Schultz. 
After a seamless montage 
of popular music, the dance 
ended, leaving Hallow-
een candies and chocolates 
smeared across the dance 
floor.  
“We’ve gotten a ton of 
positive feedback, but it was 
definitely a giant mess after-
ward,” DJ Phoenix said. 




Ever wish you could 
go somewhere with your 
friends, slide down two su-
per slick water slides, relax 
in a hot tub, and do tricks 
off a diving board with-
out having to share it with 
a bunch of little kids who 
repeatedly get in your way? 
Look no further: Dordt 
Swim is here. Or at least it 
was. 
“Dordt Swim was a night 
where only Dordt students 
may swim at the All Season 
Center. It was originally on 
Thursdays in years past, but 
due to a conflict with Praise 
and Worship, it was moved 
to Saturday nights,” said 
senior Kaitlin Maatman. 
Dordt swim started a few 
years ago to promote a fun 
night where students could 
get together and make use 
of the All Season Center. 
By having it “Dordt stu-
dents only” this was a way 
to prevent other communi-
ties members from attend-
ing and making it more of a 
student event.
However, there has been 
a lack of knowledge about 
Dordt Swim to the student 
body. Many people don’t 
know if it still exists. It 
doesn’t. “The only reason 
I could possibly come up 
with for why Dordt Swim 
would be cancelled would 
be due to numbers,” said 
Maatman.
According to Maatman, 
once Dordt changed the 
night from Thursdays to 
Saturdays, it lost much of 
its momentum. One of the 
biggest reasons being that 
underclassmen didn’t know 
anything about it. 
No one even knows who 
was in charge of it. “Stu-
dent Symposium maybe? 
Last year they asked SAC 
to get more involved. We 
were willing to advertise 
,but to be honest, our plate 
was already full of other 
events,” said Maatman. 
“No one has a clue about 
Dordt swim at all!”
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Kristina Heflin
Guest Writer
A Whole New World
The bell echoed down 
the halls, sending hundreds 
of backpack-toting stu-
dents scrambling to their 
next class.  Seven periods 
of learning “stuff you’ll 
never use,” then back home, 
where a nice home-cooked 
meal is sure to be waiting, 
along with a hug and kiss 
from Mom and Dad.  That 
was life; that was high 
school.
 Now, you’d be lucky 
if the alarm clock gets you 
up in time for your noon 
class.  Some of the classes 
are useless, but you start 
discovering that some of 
them may actually pertain 
to real life.  Unfortunately, 
there are no home-cooked 
meals, but somehow Com-
mons food tastes just a lit-
tle bit better when you’re 
sharing it with a group of 
friends.
There’s no denying it: 
college is drastically differ-
ent than high school.
In high school, we tried 
so hard to fit in but ended 
up more separated than 
anything.  Each new trend 
brought with it a new chance 
to fit in; or if you were on 
the other end of the spec-
trum, it was the chance to 
decide who was in and who 
was out.  We didn’t know it, 
but the time spent with fam-
ily wasn’t too much; it was 
just right.  
College is a whole new 
world.  Start with move-
in day.  Living for a whole 
year with someone you’ve 
never met in a 12’ x 12’ 
room?  Who does that? 
Then there’s the whole 
myth of classes starting at a 
decent time in the morning. 
Reality check: college does 
have 8 o’clock classes.  The 
worst part is that those end 
up being the ones whose 
subject matter makes sense 
in real life.
But college isn’t all 
studying and hard work (but 
don’t tell your parents). That 
weird person you moved in 
with during the hot summer 
days may just turn out to be 
your best friend.  Or your 
worst enemy.  The beauty 
is, it’s up to you to decide 
what your situation will be. 
College is a time for a new 
beginning, a time not to re-
invent yourself but to take 
who you already are, carve 
your own way, and show the 
world what you have to of-
fer.
 
Q & A... 
What do you think is 
unique about this year’s 
freshman class?
I don’t think that they’re 
unique.  Of course, everyone 
is unique, but this class is 
similar in that they’re excited, 
wondering about the future, 
and trying to answer a lot of 
important questions about life.
What do you think is the 
biggest obstacle when stu-
dents transition from high 
school to college?
This is a major time of iden-
tity formation.  Students have 
to establish their own identity, 
within a group, on their own, 
in relation to mom and dad, 
and in relation to God.
Do you think students 
come from high school pre-
pared to handle Dordt’s aca-
demic environment?
Yes, I think they come pre-
pared academically, but I think 
they are less prepared for the 
transition from home to col-
lege life.  They’ve heard the 
rumors that college is a place 
to party and have fun.  Now 
they have to decide what’s im-
portant.  Peer pressure is more 
relevant in college than high 
school.
How relevant do you 
think Core 100 is to a stu-
dent’s transition?
I hope that it can be seen as 
relevant to whatever field they 
are going into, and that it can 
be a place students can go and 
figure out what Dordt is about 
and set a foundation for their 
continued study.
With Dr. Duane Bajema...
With Dordt Students...
How is college different than high 
school for you?
Regan Lundberg:
The community is different.  In high school, it’s 
actually school, but here you make your own com-
munity within the campus.
Karen Fischer:
Like, everything! The homework load is much 
worse than I thought.  It’s a lot more than high 
school.  They expect more in college too.
Heidi Opice:
It’s different because you don’t go to classes ev-
ery day.  Being on your own, everything relies on 
yourself.  Grades really matter; here, you can’t slack 
off.
What about college has suprised you 
so far?
Regan Lundberg:
The amount of work…but I guess I should’ve ex-
pected it.  But really, you really have to make your 
own success.  It’s all on you
Karen Fischer:
The intensity of the work.  And I think winter is 
going to be a surprise.
Heidi Opice:
The textbooks and how expensive they are; you 
don’t even need them for the next semester.
How does Dordt compare to your 
high school experience?
Regan Lundberg:
I should’ve taken more AP classes in high school. 
But other than that, Dordt’s been great so far.  I 
wouldn’t want to change it.
Regan Lundberg Heidi OpiceKaren Fischer
A look at the transition from high school to college
Karen Fischer:
High school was too easy.  In high school you get 
off easy with the homework load.
Heidi Opice:
The AP classes I took in high school really didn’t 
treat it like a college level class, so that didn’t exactly 
help.
How’s the academic life compare? 
How about the social life? 
Regan Lundberg:
Everyone’s social objective is different.  In high 
school, everyone’s trying to fit in.  In college, you’re 
trying to find who you want to be.
Karen Fischer:
Social life is so much better. No parents! Hallelu-
jah!
Heidi Opice:
I don’t have a lot of classes right now, so it’s not 
too bad.  Everyone here is friendly and wants to get to 
know you.  That’s way different than my high school.
No more parents! How does this 
change your life?
Regan Lundberg:
A lot more procrastination!
Karen Fischer:
It’s a lot more responsibility.  It’s a lot more free-
dom too.  I’m not sure I could take both my mom and 
this Calculus homework!
Heidi Opice:
It’s weird.  You’re on your own.  You have to be 
responsible for yourself; you can’t call home for every 
little thing, so you have to act on your own.
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Christ Gave up HIS Spirit
Danae Geels
Columnist
You may have gathered 
by now that I read a lot of 
books. And all those books 
out there about loving oth-
ers, living radically for Je-
sus, etc. are great, but we 
can’t do any of that without 
the Holy Spirit.
I realized this partly from 
reading Forgotten God by 
Francis Chan. Basically, I 
was blown away by how lit-
tle I actually acknowledged 
the daily, even constant, 
work of God’s Holy Spirit in 
my life. He really was for-
gotten. What about you? Do 
you have any idea what the 
Spirit is truly capable of do-
ing in your life? We have the 
exact same Spirit living in 
us as Jesus Christ did when 
He walked this earth.
Let that sink in for a min-
ute: Jesus Christ gave us 
His Spirit.
When Jesus told His dis-
ciples that “Anyone who has 
faith in me, will do what I 
have been doing. He will 
do even greater things than 
these,” He meant it! Have 
you ever read through the 
Gospels and truly believed 
you could do even greater 
things than the miracles list-
ed there? Further yet, read 
Acts--that’s Jesus’ promise 
fulfilled first time around. 
Those disciples were doing 
some crazy stuff; stuff that 
could never be explained 
in human terms; stuff that 
points straight to the glory 
of God because there’s abso-
lutely no other way that we 
could explain it.
Just like Jesus’ life while 
on earth, the things He did 
couldn’t be explained on hu-
man terms. They were “out 
of this world.” And that’s 
how He brought glory to His 
Father with every fiber of 
His being—every moment 
of His life. The cool thing is 
that role isn’t just reserved 
for Jesus anymore. Sure, 
He’ll always be the only One 
who did it perfectly, without 
any mistakes, but is that go-
ing to keep us from at least 
trying the same thing?
Now think about your 
life. What happens during 
your daily life that points 
directly to the Father--that 
there’s no other explana-
tion for what you’re doing 
besides that you have God’s 
own Holy Spirit dwelling 
in you? Don’t just think of 
a few “grander” moments 
that have happened over the 
years, think about your daily 
routine. After all, according 
to Annie Dillard, “How you 
live your days is how you 
live your life.”
I’m sure (or at least I 
hope) that everyone could 
answer that they have the 
Fruit of the Holy Spirit 
manifested in their life. But 
think of this: do you know 
non-Christians who are lov-
ing, joyful, patient, gentle, 
or self-controlled? I know I 
do. So how are we supposed 
to tell a difference? 
Well, Francis Chan an-
swers that question by en-
couraging the readers to ask 
the Holy Spirit to manifest 
His Fruit to a supernatural 
degree. That they be so lov-
ing, so joyful, so self-con-
trolled, that there’s no other 
explanation besides that the 
Holy Spirit is dwelling in 
them and shining through 
His temple. I say give it 
a shot yourself—after all, 







In an attempt to be more con-
structive with my free time, I 
bought a Kindle from Amazon.
com. Right about now, you are 
probably thinking, “Alex doesn’t 
read.”
I’ll fight you on that and say, 
“I’ve read two books in the last 
two weeks,” and it is only the be-
ginning. You see, one day I will 
publish a book, but for now, I will 
invest time in learning from them 
before I try to teach others by writ-
ing a book of my own.
In between reading, “The 
Hunger Games” I have dabbled 
in reading Rhonda Byrne’s “The 
Secret”. This secret lies within the 
power of “attraction,” so it says.
The book is written from the 
wisdom of modern-day teachers 
and seems superficial from the 
start, but Byrne focuses on posi-
tive thinking and how it attracts 
positive things.
Ever wonder why you accom-
plish the things you do, or curi-
ous to know why you fall short 
of conquering what you set out 
to achieve? The reason is the way 
you think.
I am no expert; do not run off 
thinking you are insane after read-
ing this, but who said being insane 
was a bad thing? Catching the 
drift?
Let’s stay with being “insane.” 
A person who is “insane” during 
the week is not a favorable per-
son to be around. But when the 
weekend arrives, the “insane” is 
no longer so strange, and “insane” 
becomes the life of the party.
Everything in perspective, the 
secret to thinking is to think posi-
tive, think negative and negativity 
will make its way towards you. 
Think good thoughts. 
School may be slowing and the 
weather may be cooling, but don’t 
let it get the best of you. Seek sun-
shine on the cloudiest of days. I do. 
So I have lavish dreams to pub-
lish a book and drive a Porsche Pa-
namera, and I’ve thought about it 
enough to know that I need to read 
before I start to write and work 
hard enough to be able to afford 
the Porsche of my dreams.
I challenge you to think posi-
tively, think good thoughts often, 
and see if “the secret” works. Give 
your ideas legs, and see if you can 
turn those thoughts into things. 
When you do, share “the secret” 
with someone else.
As always, don’t forget please 









It is a common but unfor-
tunate misconception that 
Canadians are resistant to 
cold. I understand that for 
most Americans, your per-
ception of a Canadian cop-
ing with winter involves 
us ice-fishing naked on the 
frozen waters of Hudson 
Bay in the middle of Janu-
ary, but I assure you that: 
a) we are not that frost-
resistant and b) the naked 
ice-fishing season comes in 
February. Duh. 
One might even say that, 
having lived with such 
harsh winters for so long, 
Canadians have learned to 
be more fearful of the cold. 
Unlike Americans, we have 
seen what a true winter is 
like, and, unlike Ameri-
cans, we do not have the 
luxury of the vast amounts 
of blubber that seem to 
come standard issue on 
those who reside in your 
country. 
Geography plays a sig-
nificant role as well. Cana-
da, despite what you might 
believe, is not the untamed, 
frozen, illiterate backyard 
of Russia. That’s Alaska 
you’re thinking of. The 
Canada I know and love 
covers almost four million 
square miles! Just think 
about it: that’s four million 
square miles of varying cli-
mates, ecosystems, maple-
syrup breweries, and polar-
bear stables.
So don’t pigeon-hole all 
Canadians as igloo-dwell-
What is the legacy that your 
grandparents left? Is it the house, 
memories, money and gifts? Is it 
the last words they said to you? 
Our grandparents’ greatest lega-
cy is the children and grandchil-
dren that dwell on this planet. No 
matter what wealth they earned 
in their life, how much they 
saved or what they experienced, 
what is of most importance to 
them is our lives. Whatever 
they earned or did, I think our 
grandparents would have given 
it all up if it meant that you and I 
could live a better life.
 Often we forget that 
we are the legacy of people who 
gave life and limb in order to 
give us a chance at a good life. 
As we saw in my other columns, 
our grandparents sacrificed in 
order to give their children and 
children’s children an opportuni-
ty at higher achievements. Why 
is it that they sacrificed so much; 
yet our generation becomes un-
comfortable when we’re asked 
to sacrifice some of our time?
We sit in our comfortable 
homes and often forget to thank 
those who gave us so much. We 
put our grandparents away, in 
places where they often know 
few others, and then we visit 
them only out of obligation. 
Have you ever thought about 
that? Even Christians have em-
braced the idea that the best place 
for the elderly is a place where 
they are cared for by strangers. 
Why are we so quick to see them 
as a burden when they need our 
help or our love? Why do we 
find it a burden to take the time 
to visit? 
We are their legacy; yet some-
times it seems they are only to be 
forgotten in their final years.
Many, many cultures honor 
their elderly far more than ours 
does. Grandparents pass on the 
wisdom to future generations, 
and we should honor them by 
humbling ourselves and serving 
them with our attention and love. 
When we were young and 
needed help and care, they 
watched over us. Shouldn’t we 
return the favor? It is time to 
wash the feet of those who gave 
up so much for us. 
ing warmth-haters. Just 
look at British Columbia; 
it’s practically tropical. As 
any true Canadian will tell 
you, the only things that 
separate British Columbia 
from California are Or-
egon, Washington, the sul-
try tones of Michael Bublé, 
and the ridiculous notion 
that the “Canucks” are a 
hockey team, not a nation-
ality.         
My point is this: I, Adri-
an Hielema, a Canadian 
from “eh” to “zed,” do sol-
emnly swear that I hate the 
cold. You do too? Good, 
have some more advice.
Subway’s delicious cold-
cut sandwich of advice #7: 
Invest in a good winter 
coat.
I’ll admit it, I was ar-
rogant. As I was preparing 
to leave for my last year at 
Dordt, and somewhere in 
the process of stuffing my 
last Team Canada toque 
into my already stuffed 
suitcase, my brain replaced 
the good idea of “bring a 
winter coat” with the bad 
idea of “you can totally just 
layer-it up.” 
Unfortunately, I’m a 
guy, so...wait, let me start 
that over. Unfortunately, I 
subscribe to the stereotypi-
cally male idea that one 
does not need a whole lot 
of clothes. Thus, with the 
weather turning colder, the 
layers of clothes I need to 
wear in order to stay warm 
has become greater than the 
amount of clean clothes I 
possess. My choices, then, 
are to freeze or...ferment. 
Get a good winter coat. 
So you can smell nice and 
be warm.
Subway’s delicious cold-
cut sandwich of advice #8: 
Don’t insult Canada.
Try it, and you’ll get 
a nasty Diamond column 
written about your home 
country. We are a proud 
people. And for the record, 
the beaver is a noble and 
graceful animal that you 
only wish you could have 
as a national mascot so take 
that back right now!




For those of you who, like 
myself, don’t know much 
about the sport of lacrosse, 
this article gives a little back-
ground on the game and a lot 
of background on one of its 
athletes. 
What is your full name?
“Dirk Caleb Oudman. 
I feel like I’m applying for 
a bank password or some-
thing.”
Where are you from?
“Wheatfield, Indiana”





Can you explain a little bit 
about how to play the game 
for those of us who don’t 
know?
“The best explanation I 
can give in a short amount 
of time would be that la-
crosse is essentially hockey 
in the air, without ice. We 
play 10 on a field per team 
at a time, 3 defense, 3 mid-
field, 3 attack, one goalie. 
You pass the ball around 
and try to score. Lacrosse is 
normally pretty high scor-
ing, not compared to foot-
ball but compared to most 
other sports. Average team 
scores between 5 and 10 
points a game.”
Do you say pop or soda?
“Pop. For sure, dude. 
Why do people say soda? 
It takes twice as long to say 
it, and it’s an extra letter 
to write it out. It’s a can of 
pop. Soda is the clear, taste-
less, fizzy study, like club 
soda. But pop is any kind of 
carbonated beverage.”
What is your major?
“Political studies and 
business public administra-
tion.”
What is your dream job?
“President of the United 
States. I think it would be 
a challenge, but I think I 
could pull it off. It’s worth 
a try at least.” 
Who is your favorite pro-
fessor?
“I’m going to say Neil De 
Roo. He teaches philosophy, 
and he is really entertain-
ing.”
How long does it take you 
to get ready in the morning?
“On a good morning or a 
bad morning? My personal 
record is 2 minutes. But on 
a regular morning, if I took 
a shower and got dressed 
and everything, usually 
about half an hour. “
do you work in the sum-
mer/what do you do?
“I’m a carpenter. Techni-
cally, I work for my mom.” 
If you were stranded on a 
deserted island, what three 
things would you have with 
you?
“A water purifier, my 
roommate, Zach Wensink, 




Do you have any dating ad-
vice for single men that you 
have learned over the years?
“Don’t rush things. Be 
friends and then be dating.” 
If you were a chair what 
kind would you be?
“I would be a chair you 
could sit in and relax and 
be comfortable, like a Lazy 
boy chair.”
What chore did you hate 
doing as a child?
 “Cleaning the bathroom-
-that sucks.” 
What is your favorite can-
dy?
“Snickers.”
Do you like scary movies 
or comedies?
“Comedies. I’m scared of 
scary movies. I hate them.” 
So ladies, to sum it up, we 
have a young man here who 
is not only an athlete, but also 
a swing dancer, carpenter, 
can throw himself together 
in a matter of 2 minutes, and 
aspires to be the future Presi-
dent of the United States. And 
he just happens to be single. 
Look for number 12 out on 
the field or use this number to 






So I am going to try and 
tackle one of the biggest ques-
tions our world faces today in 
the world of sports: Is Nascar 
a sport?
Nope. It’s not. Blunt enough 
for you? 
Now before some of you 
grab your pitchforks and head 
for my room, hear me out. I 
am going to lay out three le-
gitimate points each NASCAR 
fan should consider as a way 
to question this “sport.”
#1: It bothers me when I 
hear people call NASCAR 
drivers “athletes.” If sitting 
on your behind and occasion-
ally moving your arms makes 
you an athlete, then call me an 
athlete; I’m doing that right 
now. The dictionary defines an 
athlete as, “a person trained to 
compete in sports or exercises 
involving physical strength, 
speed, or endurance”. The key 
word in this definition is phys-
ical strength. NASCAR driv-
ers don’t do anything that re-
quires physical strength while 
competing. 
#2: An athlete requires the 
use of his body to succeed. 
For example, a football play-
er needs his arm and body to 
throw a football. A baseball 
player needs hand-eye coor-
dination to field a ground ball. 
NASCAR drivers rely solely 
on their cars for success. Don’t 
get me wrong here: driving a 
car at risky high speeds takes 
nerves of steel I have never 
heard of, and for that, I respect 
those drivers.  I understand the 
thrill of making hairpin turns 
at high speeds and passing 
cars that even with the slight-
est tap from another car can 
send it into the wall--I’ve seen 
the Fast and Furious movies 
and have also been in the pas-
senger seat with Sean Rogers 
and his lead foot (guess you 
have to know him to get that 
joke). 
#3: Every sport has some 
major movie tied to it. Foot-
ball has films like, Longest 
Yard, Rudy, and Friday Night 
Lights. Baseball has Major 
League, The Rookie, and Little 
Big League. Basketball has 
Hoosiers. Even soccer has 
Bend It Beckham. Besides Tal-
ladega Nights: The Ballad of 
Ricky Bobby, no movie has 
to do with NASCAR—and I 
didn’t find that one very inspi-
rational like other sports mov-
ies. I’m not saying that I define 
a sport only on how a movie 
about said sport inspires me. 
NASCAR is so boring they 
cannot make a movie about it. 
There you have it. If you 
want more reasons, I got them. 
But for the sake of length I had 
to stop at three.







The Dordt College football 
team accomplished something 
they had never done in the pro-
gram’s young history on Satur-
day, October 22. They won a road 
game, 40-20 decision over Da-
kota State in Madison, SD.
Dordt’s offense exploded for 
455 total yards of offense, with 
the rushing attack doing most of 
the work piling up 247 yards on 
the ground.
After a pair of Barry Dyks-
tra field goals in the first quarter, 
quarterback Justin Knot found 
Sam Du Mez on a 30-yard hook-
up to put the Defender’s up 13-0 
early in the contest. 
Dakota State responded with 
two touchdowns of its own and 
cut the Dordt lead to 13-12 head-
ing into the locker room at the 
midway point.
On Dordt’s first possession of 
the second half, tailback Daniel 
Fennig snuck behind his offensive 
line and busted up the middle for 
a 51-yard touchdown scamper. 
But Fennig wasn’t finished 
scoring. He would find pay dirt 
three more times in the second 
half, while the Dordt defense shut 
the door and the Defenders were 
able to walk away with their first 
road victory in their short history. 
“It was a really fun game and 
exciting to get a win. We played 
well in all three phases (offense, 
defense, and special teams),” 
said Dordt football coach John 
Heavner. “I’m very happy for, 
and proud of, our players. They 
have faced a lot of adversity this 
season, and it was great to see 
them get rewarded for their hard 
work and perseverance.”
Knot finished the contest with 
15 completions on 30 attempts 
with one score. Fennig led all 
rushers with 171 total yards on 
the ground with four scores. Trai 
Pickney added 44 yards on the 
dirt. David Griess hauled in eight 
passes for 85 yards while Sam 
Ver Hulst caught four balls for 51 
yards. 
The defense was led by Seth 
Vander Voort who racked up nine 
total tackles. Aaron Hicks, Jon 
Luetchens, and Brice Kroese all 
had four tackles. Hicks and Kro-
ese also registered sacks. Anthony 
Hallum had an interception.
Men’s Preview 
After last season’s 19-12 re-
cord and a strong finish in the 
Great Plains Athletic Confer-
ence tournament, the Dordt 
men’s basketball team is ready 
to hit the court and make some 
noise. 
This year’s preparations are a 
little bit different than last sea-
son’s. 
 “It was a unique year last 
year because we entered with a 
lot of uncertainty,” said men’s 
basketball coach Ross Douma. 
“We started out the year men-
tally fragile, I thought, with the 
death of Brandon Oldenkamp, 
and we had the difficult task of 
replacing Logan Kingma and 
Mike Eekhoff who had been 
staples of this program for the 
past several years.”
After a slow start, the De-
fenders finished strong, 14-5 af-
ter Christmas break, highlighted 
by a strong run in the GPAC 
tournament, when they were 
ousted by Sioux Falls in the fi-
nals. 
The Defenders will be com-
peting in the difficult GPAC 
conference, which includes 
nationally-ranked Northwestern 
and Morningside. The Defend-
ers were voted second in the 
preseason polls released earlier 
this month, behind rival North-
western.
“I think we’re capable of be-
ing the second best team or the 
best team in the conference,” 
Douma said. “But the thing 
about this conference is that 
fifth or sixth place is a distinct 
possibility. You have to be ready 
every night.”
After earning second team 
all-conference and third team 
all-America accolades last year, 
Trevor Wolterstroff is back to 
lead the Defenders. Other key 
contributors include Cliff War-
ner, Austin Katje, Jordan Vogel, 
Chris Sievers and Kyle Lind-
burgh. With T.J. Malone being 
the only senior, Douma expects 
his young squad to be competi-
tive.
He hopes to see his team 
become a consistently tough 
basketball team throughout the 
campaign. They will be tested 
early on with a brutal November 
road schedule. Douma believes 
the early games will show how 
tough they are, before they head 
into conference play in Decem-
ber. 
For Douma, coaching and 
watching his players grow on 
and off the court continues to 
put a smile on his face. 
“It has been a lot of fun for 
me as a coach to watch these 
kids grow from 18-year-old 
kids to 20-plus year-old young 
adults,” Douma said. “It’s not 
just on the basketball court these 
guys are growing; it is spiritu-
ally, academically, and socially 
as well. And as a coach, that is 
what you want to see.”
The Defender’s season tips 
off November 4 at James-
town, ND with their first home 
game coming on November 19 
against Doane. 
Women’s Preview
Girls basketball coach Craig 
Stiemsma knows that this sea-
son has the potential to be as 
much fun as last season.
“This is really just a fun 
group of girls to coach,” he said. 
“They are fun to be around, 
and all of them really enjoy the 
game. For a coach, you couldn’t 
ask for anything more.”
Finishing last year with a 17-
13 record, the Defender women 
will have to replace three se-
niors from last year’s squad that 
received national attention. 
This year’s team is a young 
squad with four upperclassmen, 
but Stiemsma’s goal remains 
constant every year.
“We are going to glorify 
God in everything that we do,” 
Stiemsma said. “That is the 
number one goal. Other than 
that, staying competitive in this 
tough conference and making 
the national tournament is al-
ways on our minds.”
The Defenders were placed 
fifth in the preseason GPAC 
poll, and they face no easy task. 
Northwestern and Morningside, 
who are ranked #1 and #2 in the 
nation respectively, will be the 
toughest teams in the confer-
ence. 
“I think both of those teams 
will be formidable opponents 
for the girls,” Stiemsma stated. 
“Those games will be great ex-
periences for us, and you never 
know; anything can happen.”
Steimsma will look to Bailey 
Spencer and Brianna Spronk 
for leadership. Spencer brings 
steady defensive play to the 
Defenders, while Spronk brings 
rebounding, hustle, and excel-
lent scoring ability. Stiemsma is 
also confident that his younger 
players will continue to step up 
through the long season. 
 “In this conference, you 
could finish anywhere; it all 
depends on how quickly we 
develop and mature throughout 
the season as a team. There are 
some excellent teams picked 
below us.”
The women will tip off at 
Jamestown on November 4, 
with their home opener being 
held on November 8 against 
York College. 
Road game win!
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The Glass Menagerie Review
Jaleesa Dyk
Guest Writer
Dordt’s drama department 
shed new light on an American 
classic for the past two week-
ends with Tennesee Williams’ 
delightfully heartbreaking The 
Glass Menagerie. 
Williams’ play paints the 
tragic reality of broken rela-
tionships and unrealistic goals 
in the less than desirable cir-
cumstances of the Wingfield 
family. As Mr. Wingfield had 
abandoned his family years be-
fore, his son Tom (senior Jona-
than Posthuma) is forced to 
work to take care of his mother 
and crippled, spinster sister 
(freshman Sam Leverton) in 
1930’s post-Great Depression 
St.Louis.
Directed by Dordt’s own Te-
resa TerHaar, the play featured 
a beautifully crafted set and a 
small crew of four talented ac-
tors and actresses. Background 
videos providing context and 
comic relief laced the already 
beautifully produced play. 
Senior Emily Hageman 
skillfully “spread it thick” as 
former-proud-southern-belle-
now-abandoned-wife-and-
mother Amanda Wingfield. 
Embracing both the tragic 
pride of a broken woman and 
the determination of a mother 
with impossible expectations, 
Amanda is an endearing wing-
nut throughout the production.
Freshman Sam Leverton 
evokes palpable sympathy as 
painfully shy daughter, Laura, 
remedies her mother’s chiding 
and failure to conjure gentle-
man callers by living in a fan-
tasy world of glass menageries. 
Heartbreak lingered in the air 
as the fragile Laura came so-
close-and-yet-so-far from find-
ing a husband. 
Cast as a poetic soul bound 
by obligation, senior Jon Post-
huma perfectly embodies the 
roll of Tom Wingfield as he 
does his best to obtain a gentle-
man caller to redeem his sister 
and relieve him of his familial 
burdens. 
If you’re looking for the feel 
good flick of the year, keep 
looking. However, if you want 
to gain insight into the soul of 
America and its literature and 





The newest addition to the 
Dordt College Art Gallery, 
“Charis Boundary Crossings: 
Neighbors, Strangers, Family, 
Friends,” is a series of various 
works by seven American and 
seven Asian artists.
“The gist of this was to form 
collaborations between North 
American artists and those in 
Asia,” said art professor David 
Versluis. “They met in Indone-
sia for two weeks, exploring 
art and Christianity on a global 
level.”
Charis is a Greek word that 
means “grace” but more literal-
ly means “good will.” The term 
has been used by many Asian 
Christian artists who find them-
selves in pluralist societies. 
The impact and challenges of 
cross-cultural communication, 
the need for people of faith 
to address real world issues--
social justice, peace and rec-
onciliation, not to mention the 
effects of globalization, make 
this a complex contemporary 
exhibition.
Paintings, sculptures, fiber 
constructions, and video pro-
jections all make up the show. 
These portray creative diversity 
in not only in the artists them-
selves, but also in the kinds of 
media in the gallery.
“It’s interesting that the 
Asian artists, according to 
some of the North American 
artists, had a strong social jus-
tice component to their work,” 
said Versluis. “The displays re-
ally show you different ways 
to look at art based on cultural 
context. For instance, the North 
American artists seem to be 
more educated within art acad-
emies and tend to think more 
in terms of postmodern work. 
In contrast, most of the Asian 
artists show a strong allegiance 
to formalism, in the form of a 
painting as well as in the figu-
rative work.” 
Versluis heard about the 
show through a friend. “I was 
interested in the theme of the 
show and thought it would be 
worthwhile to bring to Dordt,” 
said Versluis. 
The show is being funded 
by the Andreas Center for Re-
formed Scholarship and will 
remain at Dordt until the end of 
the 2011 school year. 
Photo by Aanna Stadem
Photos taken by Emily McFarlandThis is a collaboration by all of the Charis artists. 
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Everyone knows who the 
Pope is -- yes the pope. And 
whether he is simply an old 
guy with a funny hat who is 
on TV every once in a while 
or the leader of the particular 
religious beliefs you associate 
with, there is no doubting the 
man’s power; he’s got it, and 
he’s got it in abundance. 
That power is not 
something new: it dates all the 
way back to the 16th century, 
back to when Henry VIII 
ruled England and was going 
through wives faster than 
Warren Jeffs. But what if the 
Pope did not have any power? 
What if he was simply the 
star Roman Catholic -- you 
know, that star that represents 
something great but doesn’t 
really do anything special?
 Well, if you’re 
confused as to where I’m 
going at this point, pay more 
attention in Western Civ. An 
important point regarding the 
Reformation takes us back 
to our aforementioned friend 
Henry VIII, who, simply put, 
wanted a divorce from his 
wife, Catherine of Aragon, so 
he could marry Anne Bolyn 
and have a son to carry on his 
name. However, the Catholic 
Church took a firm stance 
against divorce, and the Pope 
would simply not allow it. 
This being the case, Henry 
VIII broke away from the 
Catholic Church, began the 
Church of England and died; 
Feature Photo
some woman came along 
that we named a drink after, 
Protestants were persecuted, 
some wanted to purify and 
some wanted to separate and 
some moved really far away. 
They killed some Indians, 
won a war, and boom: we live 
in America, have freedom 
of religion, and aren’t stuck 
talking like the Beatles (even 
though I do it sometimes for 
fun anyway). 
 But now imagine 
the “what if?” Say the Pope 
allows Henry VIII his precious 
divorce. Obviously, Henry 
VIII stays with the Catholic 
Church, and there is no initial 
religious split in England. The 
people, although still angry 
at the Catholic Church for 
charging them money to get to 
heaven, continue to fall in line 
since religion and state are still 
unfalteringly meshed together. 
Any whining on the part of the 
people is quickly quashed and 
made an example of. Religious 
dissenters never migrate to 
the New World, which means 
the only immigrants are those 
leaving for business reasons. 
The first Great Awakening 
never happens, and greedy 
businessmen take over New 
England. Since staying with 
Britain is the best business 
choice, colonies sign charters 
like they’re signing autographs, 
and the Revolutionary War 
never happens. Independence 
is never gained, and 
eventually, westward 
expansion happens as a result 
of big business and the need 
for more manufacturing 
space. England, controlling 
the whole of America, allows 
for zero emigration from 
other countries, and thus, all 
of America is actually called 
England - The Sequal, or E.T.S. 
for short. Everyone talks in a 
funny accent, and, worst of all, 
we are all stuck eating English 
food. And you think the food 
in the Commons is bad. 
What if...
A humorous look at the many “what 
ifs” throughout history
By Alex Updike
“While enjoying an afternoon at the Fruited Plain, Diamond photographer Aanna Stadem saw 
the water glass from a different angle and managed to capture it through the lens.”
A soft spot for Real Steel
Do you like Robots? Do 
you like boxing? Did you 
cry at the end of Rocky 
II? Whether you answered 
yes or no to any of these 
questions, there is one 
answer that applies to 
everyone: the movie Real 
Steel is a must see. 
Charlie Kenton (Hugh 
Jackman) is a down-on-
his-luck, tough, crude ex-
boxing deadbeat up to his 
neck in debt. The only way 
to pay off his debts is by 
purchasing giant robots 
and pitting them against 
each other in underground 
boxing matches. But no 
matter how hard he tries, he 
just can’t win.
After one of his biggest 
losses, Kenton is told 
that his ex-girlfriend has 
passed away leaving his 
ten-year-old son, Max 
Kenton (Dakota Goyo), in 
his custody. However, his 
late ex’s sister, Aunt Debra 
(Hope Davis) is challenging 
Kenton for custody. Kenton 
wants nothing to do with 
his son so he makes them 
an offer: He will sell his 
son to them for $100,000. 
A deal is made, but the only 
stipulation is that the boy 
has to spend the summer 
with his father. 
After another robot is 
trashed thanks to Charlie’s 
impatience and ignorance, 
the father and son sneak 
into an abandoned junk yard 
to look for spare parts, only 
to uncover a first generation 
bot, Atom. Upon closer 
inspection, they find out it 
is only a sparing bot, “built 
to take hits but not dish out 
any real pain,” according to 
Charlie. But Max doesn’t 
believe this. 
After entering the 
sparring bot in a series of 
underground matches, it 
soon proves to be more than 
just a useless hunk of steel. 
Overall, I think this 
movie should get nominated 
for a few awards. Granted, I 
don’t think it could win, but 
it deserves to be nominated 
at the very least. The acting 
and chemistry between 
Goyo and Jackman is 
heartwarming and comical. 
The special effects are top-
notch as well, making it 
seem as though the robots 
are actually there the entire 
time, unlike many movies 
where the robots look copy-
and-pasted onto the screen. 
To simply summarize the 
entire movie, it’s Rocky 
I and II, but with robots. 
This may sound like an 
oversimplification, but I 
assure you, it is not. I have a 
soft spot for Real Steel. It’s 
probably out of theatres at 
this point, but as soon as it 
comes out on Redbox, rent 
it, grab a blanket, and keep 
that tissue box handy for 
the end of the movie. A tear 
might just slide down your 
cheek. It did mine. 
Adam McDonald
Editor
